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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate corhmunicatlon will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to 1/6/04 . 

2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 14 and 16-20 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 30 August 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply wilt result In ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying Indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 



Attachment(s) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 2876 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the Amendment filed 06 January 2004. Claims 1-10 and 15 have 
been canceled; claim 14 have been amended; and no claims have been newly added. 



Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 07 July 2003 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 
granted on this application, which would extend beyond the expiration date of U.S. patent 6,578,763 has 
been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 14 and 16-20 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Bradbury discloses an apparatus and a method for vending a containerized liquid product to a 
vendee utilizing an original container for the liquid product, wherein the original containers have been 
packaged with the original fluid product therein. After the original container has been emptied of the 
liquid product, then vending multiple refilling of the liquid product in the original container from a single 
dispensing station (i.e., dispensing the fluid product into the original container and refilling the original 
container). The container having machine-readable indicia provide information of the liquid product and 
the original sales prices of the container as filled with the liquid product prior to the first refilling thereof 
For each refilling of the container, the vendee will only be charged for the product, and not for the 
container. Therefore, the actual price charged to the vendee for the refilled container equals the original 
sales price (i.e., the price of the container combined with the price of refilled liquid contained therein 
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prior to the first refilling thereof) less the value of the discount price (i.e., the redeeming the price of the 
container). Bradbury shows that when the container being positioned within a chamber, a vertically- 
oriented liquid filling pipe having a discharge port at the bottom thereof and positioned over and in 
registered with a filling opening in the original container. The filling pipe being inserted into the container 
through the opening until the outlet is brought to a filling position with respect to the container then the 
container is filled with a pre-selected volume of the liquid product. Bradbury fiirther anticipates the 
system having an audible or visual signal to indicate when the container has been filled and the fluid 
passing through the filling spout has been stopped which obviously teaches that the system having a 
means for sensing the complete filling of the container and for terminating the transfer fluid. 

Cahill discloses a redemption system having a chamber, a scanner detecting the UPC code on a 
returned container (i.e., the container is positioned within the chamber with the UPC code oriented to be 
in registered with the scanner). Upon the system recognizing detected data, the detected information is 
processed at the controller, and the system issues a cash refund or a redeemable coupon for the face value 
of the returned containers to the consumer. 

Matthias teaches a coupon dispenser for generating coupons and a system having a graphic 
display area for a customer can identifies a particular good or product for which a coupon can be issued, 
and two coupon printers coupled to the processor for printing the coupons with a graphic display of 
information. 

Stefan discloses a device for dispensing and mixing of multi-component material, the system 
having a plurality of dispensers each storing powdery material compositions and liquid ingredients 
different in color and composition composed of dental cements and alloys. Stefan shows a plurality of 
containerized liquid products respectively connectable to a mixing container to blend the plurality of the 
products and dispenses the mixture from a single dispensing station based on the matching liquid product 
controlled by input signal from the computer. 
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Hovakimian discloses a method to provide an automatic contribution to a charity. The customer 
having a card to make a purchase transaction is a member of the charitable organization. The card is 
labeled to indicate a selected charity to receive a donation. When making a transaction, the system read 
the unique machine-readable code 16 from the card indicating a selected charity to receive a donation. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would not have been motivated to modify the teachings of 
Bradbury, Cahill, Matthias, Stefan, and Hovakimian, alone or in combination with other references, in 
order to obtain the specific claimed step of providing the labeled product container to a contact within the 
organization and disbursing the labeled product container from the contact to the organization member 
when distributing the labeled product container, as set forth in the claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to D. I. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272-2399. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday through Thursday from 5:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent AppHcation 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




D. I. Lee 



Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 



D.L. 



01/B6/2034 21:44 3203638443 



QUILL DISC 



PAGE 01/04 
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AM^NPMENT 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
Claims 1-13 (canceled) 

1 4 (currently amended): A method of distributiiig merchandise which benefits merdiants 
through wider product distribution and beneficial association with another organization and 
which additionally benefits said organization, comprishig the steps of: 

generating a unique machine-readable code for said organization; 
5 ' labeling a product container for said merchandise with said unique machine-readable 

code; 

distributing said labeled product container to a member of said organizatio n, wherein said 
step of distribut inp said labeled product container comprises the farther steos of providing said 
labeled product containe r to a contact within said orpaiiizatioiL and disbursing said labeled 
10 product container from said contact to said organization members : 

reading said machine-readable code; 

filling said labeled product container; and 

compensating said organization responsive to said reading step. 

Claim 15 (canceled) 

2 
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1 6 (original). The method of claim 14 wherein said step of compensating said organization 
comprises crediting said organization with a residual fee. 

1 7 (original). The mediod of claim 16 wherein said organization is a non-profit organization. 

18 (original). The method of claim 14 wherein said step of labeling comprises bai-coding said 
product container with a unique merchandise identification code and said unique machine- 
readable code. 

1 9 (original). The method of claim 1 4 comprising the additional step of generating a unique 
merchandise identification code identifying said merchandise within said product container. 

20 (original). The method of claim 1 4 wherein said fiUing step is responsive to said reading 
step. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1 and 3 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bradbury, et al., U.S. Patent No. 4,929,8 1 8 (Bradbury), in view of Cahill U.S. Patent No. 
4,285,426 (Cahill). Claims 4 and 5 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bradbury as modified by Cahill in view of Matthias, U.S. Patent No. 6,151,587 (Matthias). 
Claims 2 and 6-10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bradbury 
as modified by Cahill in view of Stefan (JP 06-277,231) (Stefan). Claims 14 and 16-20 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a)asbeingunpatentableoverBiadbinyin viewof Hovakimian, 
U.S. Patent No. 5,466,919 (Hovakimian). Claim 15 is objected to as being dependent vspcm a 
rejected base claim, but is indicated as allowable if rewrittoi in independent form. The 
Examiner's attention to the preseat application is greatly appreciated, and has facilitated 
prosecution. The Examiner's interview summary is accumte, and the receipt of the same 
acknowledged and appreciated by applicant's representative. The Examiner's reconsideration of 
the outstanding rejections in view of the present amendment and remarks is respectfiilly 
requested. 

Claims 1 - 13 are currently canceled. Claim 14 has been amended to include all of the 
limitations of original claim 1 5, which depended from claim 14. In view of the indicated novelty 
of claim 15, reconsideration of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

These amendments are believed to place the present application in condition for 
allowance, in view of the above remarks, and no new matter is introduced. Hic Examiner is 
therefore respectfully requested to reconsider the rejections and indicate the patentability. If 
there remain open iRiiues m this application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to call the 
undersigned at 320-363-7296 to further discuss the advancement of this application. Whdle no 
fees are believed due, please charge any fees associated with this correspondence to deposit 
acco\mt 17-0155. 




Sincerely, 



reg. 31,676 
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